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Department of Energy § 600.22 

explain why the application was not se-
lected and, if for grounds other than 
unavailability of funds, shall offer the 
unsuccessful applicant the opportunity 
for a more detailed explanation upon 
request. 

§ 600.20 Maximum DOE obligation. 
(a) The maximum DOE obligation to 

the recipient is— 
(1) For monetary awards, the amount 

shown in the award as the amount of 
DOE funds obligated, and 

(2) Any designated property. 
(b) DOE shall not be obligated to 

make any additional, supplemental, 
continuation, renewal, or other award 
for the same or any other purpose. 

§ 600.21 Access to records. 
(a) In addition to recipient and sub-

recipient responsibilities relative to 
access to records specified in §§ 600.153 
and 600.242, for any negotiated contract 
or subcontract in excess of $10,000 
under a grant or cooperative agree-
ment, DOE, the Comptroller General of 
the United States, the recipient and 
the subrecipient (if the contract was 
awarded under a financial assistance 
subaward), or any of their authorized 
representatives shall have the right of 
access to any books, documents, pa-
pers, or other records of the contractor 
or subcontractor which are pertinent 
to that contract or subcontract, in 
order to make audit, examination, ex-
cerpts, and copies. 

(b) The right of access may be exer-
cised for as long as the applicable 
records are retained by the recipient, 
subrecipient, contractor, or subcon-
tractor. 

§ 600.22 Disputes and appeals. 
(a) Informal dispute resolution. When-

ever practicable, DOE shall attempt to 
resolve informally any dispute over the 
award or administration of financial 
assistance. Informal resolution, includ-
ing resolution through an alternative 
dispute resolution mechanism, shall be 
preferred over formal procedures avail-
able in 10 CFR Part 1024, to the extent 
practicable. 

(b) Alternative dispute resolution 
(ADR). Before issuing a final deter-
mination in any dispute in which infor-
mal resolution has not been achieved, 

the Contracting Officer shall suggest 
that the other party consider the use of 
voluntary consensual methods of dis-
pute resolution, such as mediation. The 
DOE dispute resolution specialist is 
available to provide assistance for such 
disputes, as are trained mediators of 
other federal agencies. ADR may be 
used at any stage of a dispute. 

(c) Final determination. Whenever a 
dispute is not resolved informally or 
through an alternative dispute resolu-
tion process, DOE shall mail (by cer-
tified mail) a brief written determina-
tion signed by a Contracting Officer, 
setting forth DOE’s final disposition of 
such dispute. Such determination shall 
contain the following information: 

(1) A summary of the dispute, includ-
ing a statement of the issues and of the 
positions taken by the Department and 
the party or parties to the dispute; and 

(2) The factual, legal and, if appro-
priate, policy reasons for DOE’s dis-
position of the dispute. 

(d) Right of appeal. (1) Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (f)(1) of this section, 
the final determination under para-
graph (c) of this section may be ap-
pealed to the Financial Assistance Ap-
peals Board (the Board) in accordance 
with the procedures set forth in 10 CFR 
part 1024. 

(2) If the final determination under 
paragraph (c) of this section involves a 
dispute over which the Board has juris-
diction as provided in paragraph (f)(2) 
of this section, the Contracting Offi-
cer’s determination shall state that, 
with respect to such dispute, the deter-
mination shall be the final decision of 
the Department unless, within 60 days, 
a written notice of appeal is filed. 

(3) If the final determination under 
paragraph (c) of this section involves a 
dispute over which the Board has no ju-
risdiction as provided in paragraph 
(f)(1) of this section, the Contracting 
Officer’s determination shall state 
that, effective immediately or on a 
later date specified therein, the deter-
mination shall, with respect to such 
dispute, be the final decision of the De-
partment. 

(e) Effect of appeal. The filing of an 
appeal with the Board shall not stay 
any determination or action taken by 
DOE which is the subject of the appeal. 
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